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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
       October, 2013                                                   Alpine, Texas 
 

 

HELP WANTED . . . HELP NEEDED! 

 
The BBARC has a number of activities coming in the next four 

weeks that will require assistance.    

 

Sunday, October 20 

 

Tower raising party on Elephant Mountain 

 

Doug, N5HYD, and Bruce, N5BBJ, will work on getting 

electricity moved to the new building and some other odds and 

ends.   At the same time another group of volunteers will raise 

and secure 40 feet of Rohn 25.  All this effort will be to move the 

BBARC Repeater System Hub from a building with a roof that is 

perilously close to collapsing (and already leaks badly) to a 

smaller but structurally sound building.  A second trip will be 

required in the near future to complete the move, once this work 

is completed.  If you are available, please contact Dave, N5DO, 

at n5do@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Saturday, October 26 

 

Marathon to Marathon (M2M) 

 

The Marathon to Marathon is just what the name implies.  A 26 

mile, 385 yard foot race, starting on US Hwy 385 and ending in 

downtown Marathon, Texas.  We need at least 5 operators to 

handle traffic related to the race from the start, midpoint, and 

finish line as well as a sweep vehicle to follow the last runner 

and someone to shadow the race director.  The race starts at 7:30 

am, and will finish (probably) sometime after lunch.  Contact 

Bob, W5RHN, if you can help at texasmountaineer@yahoo.com. 

 

By the way, marathon is pronounced, according to the dictionary, 

as (mer-a-than), with two dots over the second a.  However, if 

you pronounce the M2M as the mer-a-than to mer-a-than, the 

locals will know you “are not from around here.”  Marathon, 

Texas is not pronounced as mer-a-than, but more like mer-a-

thun.  So it is the mer-a-than to mer-a-thun! 

 

 Saturday, November 2 

 

Fund Raiser – Cooking hot dogs at Morrison True Value 

 

Thanks to Bob, WA5ROE, we have been invited again to cook 

and serve hot dogs and soft drinks at the Morrison True Value 

Hardware Anniversary Celebration.  This will be the 85
th

  

anniversary.  Bob will set up a tent, grills, ice chests, and buy the 

food.   For our trouble we will receive a $500 contribution to the 

BBARC.  Since the club is in need of additional funds (see the 

next article), this will be of great benefit.   

 

This event will last from 10 am to 4 pm.  We will set up two 

shifts, from 10 am to 1 pm and 1 pm to 4 pm.  If you can assist, 

please notify N5DO (n5do@sbcglobal.net) and let him know if 

you want the first or second shift (or if you would be available all 

day).  

 

 

LAST MEETING HIGHLIGHTS –  

FUND RAISING, FUND RAISING,  

FUND RAISING! 
  

The major part of the last meeting was spent discussing fund 

raising for the BBARC.  Three years ago our treasury had about 

$5,000, we are now down to about $2,000.  So it appears that our 

expenses are outstripping our income by about $1,000 a year.  

We kicked around ideas about how to raise funds and discussed 

some of our previous efforts – everything from cooking 

hamburgers to sponsoring a dance.   

 

There seemed to be some agreement to pursue the idea of a 

raffle.  Many local clubs have successful raffles with the prize 

being a gun of some sort.  WA5ROE will check on other raffles 

on-going to determine if there would a good time for the BBARC 

to have a raffle.  Late Spring was proposed as being a potential 

good time because most of our emergency support seems to 

occur during the late spring or early summer. 

 

While no one was opposed to raffling a gun, KE5OG suggested 

that it would be nice to raffle something that had more of a 

relationship to ham radio (possibly some hot consumer electronic 

device?).  If you have any suggestions about fund raising or a 

suggestion as to what to raffle, please contact Bob, W5RHN.   

 

 

JAMBOREE ON THE AIR 

BBARC member Steve Morrison, KE5SXT, from Monahans 

sent this announcement regarding regional plans for the 

Jamboree on the Air: 

The annual scouting Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) takes place 

the third weekend of October, every year. This year's marks the 

56th annual Jamboree On the Air, and occurs the weekend of 

October 19 and 20, 2013.  

President 

Bob Newman, W5RHN 

Vice President 

Rusty Herman, KB5R 

Secretary 

Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB 

Treasurer 

Angie Otoupal, N5MVV 

mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:texasmountaineer@yahoo.com
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net


                              THE BARK, October, 2013                Page 2 of 3 

This international jamboree requires no travel beyond your ham 

shack, and provides the opportunity to talk to scouts across the 

country and around the world. It also provides the opportunity to 

get scouts of all ages on the air and interested in ham radio.  

JOTA is a huge event with almost 750,000 scouts from over 150  

countries taking part. The event runs from 0000 Saturday local 

time to 2400 Sunday local time. The main JOTA web page is 

here: http://www.scouting.org/JOTA.aspx. There is even an 

official patch (which is completely different every year) you as a 

ham can qualify for and buy if you are interested in collecting 

unique souvenirs and mementos. 

http://www.scouting.org/jota/patch_order.aspx 

 

Radio operators are encouraged to use all bands and all modes, 

including voice, digital, and SSB. If you are aware of any local 

scouting groups, you are encouraged to invite them for a visit so 

you can demonstrate the exciting technology we use. Many of 

today's scouts can jump right into the digital modes, especially 

when you let them know we were doing text messaging long 

before there were cell phones. Information for radio  

operators (including scout calling frequencies) is here:  

http://www.scouting.org/JOTA.aspx 

 

Steve Morrison (KE5SXT) and Scott Johnson (KD5MHM) will 

be operating from the Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch (BTSR), 

putting Cub Scouts and their families on the air, and contacting 

other stations. In previous years, we have contacted scouts in 

Virginia, Florida, and even one former scout in England. We had 

an extended conversation with him, and many of the boys got the 

chance to log a DX contact as their first ham radio contact. 

If we follow the same format as in previous years, we will rotate 

groups of boys and their families through several scout  

activities such as horsemanship, tracking, archery, shooting and 

several other activities, including our radio station. As a result, 

we go through periods when we are introducing the scouts to 

basic radio information, and then trying to get everyone in the 

group, including parents and brothers and sisters on the air.  

I don't believe we've ever contacted a local ham station, but the 

BTSR scout ranch is located in a canyon, so operating conditions 

are often a challenge. However this is a great opportunity to 

make contacts all around the world, especially if you are 

interested in introducing kids to Ham radio. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Steve at KE5SXT at 

ARRL.net. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

November 12 

 

In keeping with the theme of homebrewing equipment started by 

K5FD for the September meeting, we will have Homebrew 

Night.  If you have any homebrew project, completed or 

underway, you could bring it to this meeting.  If not yet 

completed or too big to bring, you could describe the project.  It 

doesn’t have to be a recent project, it could be one you 

completed some time ago. 

If you have something you can bring or describe at this meeting, 

please send an email n5do at sbcglobal.net.  Hopefully there will 

be one or more projects that will catch your interest.  Come to 

this meeting to learn what your fellow club members are working 

on. 

 

 

 

W5QX 

 

 89
th

 Anniversary Party  
 

1924 – 2013 

 

First Annual Tailgate & Swap Meet 

Food, Drinks, Meet Old and New Friends 

- Special Event Station - 

 

San Angelo Amateur Radio Club 

Location – Mathis Field 

SAARC Clubhouse 

5513 Stewart Lane 

San Angelo, TX 

 

Date:  12 October 2013 

Time:  0900 – 1400 

 

                Talk-In - 146.940 PL 103.5 

                                 146.520 Simplex 
 

BIG BEND CYCLEFEST 
 

On Saturday and Sunday September 21st and 22
nd

, the BBARC 

provided communications support for the 2013 Cyclefest held 

annually on Loop 166 in the Davis Mountains, covering 

approximately 76 miles.  The event drew approximately 330 

cyclists with beautiful weather and experiencing no health related 

issues and only minor mechanical issues.  Jim Fowler, KD5KBU, 

served as net control, and in route communications were 

provided by Luke Billinsley, N5HXZ,  Sandi Billingsley, 

WA5YPW,  Rob Kinucan, KE5KNQ, Bob Newman, W5RHN, 

Dean Snedicor, WA5MHO, Bill Roberts, W5NPR, and Randy 

Bryant, K5WWR.  The event was sponsored by the Permian 

Basin Bicycle Association and David Hamm, KE5FEJ, with 

additional support from Peyton Thorn, AD5DN.  (Thanks to 

W5NPR and the West Texas Section Newsletter.) 

 

 

 

TEXAS QSO PARTY REPORT (N5DO) 

 

Thanks again to James,  K5FD for driving. We used my Honda 

Pilot this year instead of K5FD's truck. I've offered to let him 

operate, but he has no desire to do so. (Some people are just 

strange!)  

 

I used a different screwdriver antenna -- a High Sierra instead of 

the Alpine one I've used the past several years. I think it worked 

http://www.scouting.org/JOTA.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/jota/patch_order.aspx
http://www.scouting.org/JOTA.aspx
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
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just as well, or better. We were going to use the Honda last year, 

but had terrible noise on all frequencies. The noise came as soon 

as the key was in the ignition. I spent a lot of time trying to find 

the source of the noise, to no avail. K5FD brought a Field 

Strength meter over a few months ago and we found it right away 

-- the XM Radio receiver which transmits an FM signal so you 

can listen to XM Radio on the car FM receiver. James said 

"certainly we turned that off last year, didn't we?" But no, we just 

turned off the FM radio in the car not the add-on XM radio. So 

dumb, and such a waste of time, when the answer was so simple! 

 

We followed the same route again this year as last year. Usually 

my head is buried in the computer and radio so I don't see much 

of the scenery, but this year I couldn't help but notice the major 

difference between last year and this year was the huge increase 

in the number of oil company vehicles on the roads throughout 

the oil patch counties. Loving County is the smallest county in 

Texas, and has the lowest population, but has the highest per 

capita income of any county in the state. Last year when we 

drove through it we saw very little traffic. This year it felt like we 

in the middle of the rear echelon of an army division at war -- 

there were trucks everywhere! And this was a Saturday -- I 

guess it would be the same on Sunday. 

 

The next county, Winkler (home of Wink, where Roy Orbison 

was from), was not much different. At the intersection of two 

small roads (SH 302 and FM 1292) there was a traffic jam of oil 

service trucks! 

 

On the ham bands, I made more QSOs this year (1296 vs. 1073), 

but the multipliers were down (116 vs. 138). This was because I 

made a lot more 40M SSB QSOs last year with a lot more QSOs 

with Texas stations and more Texas counties.  

 

 

VE EXAM SESSION 

 
There will be an ARRL-VEC examination session on Thursday, 

October 17, at 4:30 pm in Room 303 of Lawrence Hall on the Sul 

Ross State University campus.   
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BIG BEND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
http://www.bigbendarc.com 

 
Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at the West 
Texas National Bank Building in Alpine, 7:30 P.M. CST/CDT. 

 
ARRL Affiliated Club 

 
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

 

Annual membership is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. Dues are 
$36.00 per year for individual or individual & spouse. Membership 
allows you to participate in all club activities, vote at the monthly 
meetings, and includes a subscription to the club newsletter. 
 
Newsletters are available by e-mail for members, subscribers, 
and interested recipients. Send your e-mail address to n5do at 
sbcglobal.net to be put on the list. 
 

ABOUT THE BBARC 
 

Founded December 17, 1974 
 
ARRL affiliate since 1986 
 
The BBARC is a 501(C)3 organization.  Contributions are tax 
deductible. 
 

Big Bend Emergency Net, 3.922 MHz 

Founded September 18, 1977 
Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ward, WA5ROE 
Net Manager, Bob Ward, WA5ROE, wa5roe at juno.com 
 

Big Bend 2-meter Net 

Founded July 9, 2008 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 8:00 P.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ayer, KA1AAJ (SK) 
Net Manager, Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB, ka5pvb at yahoo.com  
 
 
 

 
BBARC REPEATER SYSTEM 

 
 All standard offsets. All repeaters require 146.2 Hz 
PL tone encoded on your transmit signal. All repeaters are 
linked. 
 

147.020+ Elephant Mt. south of Alpine. System hub 
146.620-  Ft. Davis located at McDonald Observatory 
146.720-  Alpine, Twin Sisters Peaks 
146.820-  Terlingua 
146.920-  Glass Mountains, Alpine / Ft. Stockton 
145.230-  Shafter, Cibolo Creek 
 

BBARC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

November 12, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “Homebrew NIght” 

 
December 10, 2013, Tuesday, 7:30 P.M. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “Election of Officers and Silent Auction” 

 
December 11, 2012, Wednesday, 5 – 7:00 P.M. 

mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bigbendarc.com/
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:ka5pvb@yahoo.com
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SANTA NET   
Morrison True Value Hardware parking lot. 

(Tentative) 

 

 


